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Christmas Song Cycle 7

A CHILD IS BORN FOR US
Puer Natus

for Cantor, Assembly & Choral Descants
with Keyboard, Brass, Flute & Guitar

TONY BARR

A child is born in Bethlehem
unde gaudet, Jerusalem!

Alleluia! Alleluia!

Now clothed in flesh, a human son,
our brother-God! Let praise be sung!

This birth was promised long ago:
benedicamus Domino!

With maiden mother keep we fest
with Zion's Daughter, virgin blest!

Await the Dawn, the time has come!
Natum salutant gentium!

This song has been inspired by a 15th century German carol Puer Nobis Nascitur (A Child Is Born For Us). It
reappeared in the 1582 Piae Cantiones collection. This collection had virtually disappeared, until rare copy found
its way to England around 1850, where it finished up in the hands of the noted liturgist and translator J.M. Neale,
inspiring him to compose some of the world's greatest English-language Christmas carols.

In the tradition of Neale, I have revisited this carol, expanding the original five verses to eight. I have re-cast a
somewhat Victorian, sentimental text into a more relevant biblical rendition of Luke's Infancy Narratives. In
doing so, I replaced the literal descriptions of a manger scene with the more symbolic references of the
Scriptures, thus restoring the great messianic aspirations of Isaiah as re-told in Luke.

However, to preserve its medieval flavor, I have introduced the macaronic device into the odd verses, inserting
popular Latin texts into a vernacular song.

The Verses may be sung by a cantor or schola (perhaps alternating male and female voices)
The Refrain is sung by all, with two- voice choral descants ad lib.
The Solo Instruments may be played on selected verses only;
Additional instruments may also be used: tuned percussion (glockenspiel, etc.), recorders, violins, etc.

- Tony Barr

Now born of us, with given name,
child-servant, God in human frame!

We welcome you, O Royal Son;
laudamus, Princeps omnium!

This day has justice set us free
from evil, death's dark tyranny!

A child is born for us this night,
Creation's glory in our sight!

unde gaudet, Jerusalem: rejoice for this, Jerusalem
benedicamus Domino: let us give thanks to the Lord
natum salutant gentium: may the nations welcome the new-born
laudamus, Princeps omnium: let us praise to the Prince of All
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A Child Is Born For Us
Puer Natus In Bethlehem
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