
LET THE LIGHT OF YOUR FACE SHINE ON US
Responsorial Song from Psalm 4 for Easter 3B

for Cantor, Assembly & Descants I+II
with Keyboard, Oboe & Guitar

Let the light of your your face shine on us.

If you are God of justice, would you hear my cry?
Are you the One who released me from distress?
Then may the light of your face shine on us.

Are you the Source of life for us, we your faithful ones?
Would you come rescue us in our time of need?
Then may the light of your face shine on us.

What makes us joyful, many ask, what delights the heart?
Where would we turn to find hope, whom should we seek?
Then may the light of your face shine on us.

Should I lie down, at peace with you, would sleep come at once?
Might I find safety in you alone? Find my self?
Then may the light of your face shine on us.

Generally, the translations we use of the psalms are predictably safe. We are always certain about God's
protection, and likewise grateful for the good things done us. But often, as a liturgical poet and theologian, I have
problems with this. The first assumption is that we know who God is: the Supreme Spirit who alone exists of
Himself and is infinite in all perfections (according to my catechism). And secondly we always, and only, speak
in a prescribed, authorized manner.

I offer two suggestions. The first is that despite the demonstrative syllogisms of Thomas Aquinas, we really
know nothing at all about God, we aren't capable of such knowledge or understanding. The second is that as
meaningful prayers, are we ever real about how we pray or sing them? Our editions are sweet renditions, edited
after Israel's return from Exile. These collections of songs, once dramatic Temple rituals, were reduced to
become pious reflections, appropriate for use in Synagogues, now devoid of the high ritual of Temple worship.

What do I mean about being real? Are we only full of assumed confidence when we address God? Or do the
psalms, as in yesteryear, reflect the true feelings of people, especially our doubts and uncertainties? Are we ever
allowed to question things, even ask, if they make sense? Must they always enshrine the status quo, allow no
space for light or fresh air?

In this setting, clearly in the style I learened from the Dutch poet Huub Oosterhuis, I have attempted to put myself
into the mind of the psalmist, in real time. There is no doubt that these songs were originally direct,
no-holds-barred, ways of speaking with the Deity. They were songs of Covenant, and as such were dialogues,
conversations about things which mattered with the One who had called them. They did not rely on platitudes or
flattery, but the mysteries of the human heart. And our hearts beat every second of the day, resonating with
uncertainty, hope, always affection. In the Psalms we find the true expression of humanity, confronting the One
Who is the very Meaning of Life, of our existence. We have no need to hide behind muted language which would
pretend otherwise.
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