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Why the feminine pronoun? To understand the Law is to have a glimpse of Wisdom, and she is with God at
the beginning. She is our Mother who nourishes us. We attempt to compartmentalize God, into 3 Persons,
with distinct attributes such as the Law, Divine Will, and so on, as though describing a next-door neighbor.
But we do well to never forget that God is total simplicity, and as a result. Beauty beyond imagination.

The beauty of this psalm is that it is concise in both thought and language. It is simple, not only in expression
but in understanding. The real meaning of 'fear of God is to 'be in awe'. This generates reverence, which is
the beginning, and ultimately the fullness, of wisdom. Before we even open our lips to mouth these words, we
have already heard them in our heart, in the Echo which resonates in us since the Universe came into being.

The so-called natural laws, which command the unfolding of nature, contain an unspoken mystery, namely the
ever-expanding Universe in all its beauty, which, according to its own unwritten laws (though written into the
dialogue of evolution) should by now be contracting, according to the dynamics of entropy. This fundamental
entity in nature asserts that once a force has been exerted (such as the Big Bang), the ensuing energy which is
being constantly transmitted should by now be dissipating, after almost 14 billion years. Yet the laws of
thermodynamics maintain that energy (of which matter is but one form) can be neither created not destroyed.

In a much more intense manner, the law of God, written not on tablets of stone but into living hearts of flesh
and blood, holds even more beauty and surprises because she moves us to respond, and in our response
Creation is constantly being renewed. Psalm 104 evokes 'send us your Spirit, your Breath, to renew the face
of the earth.' This embodies a two-fold mystery, of God as Ruah, the Breath of Creation, and Torah, the Law
which perfects Harmony, and maintains the fullness of Beauty.

Psalm 19 is a hymn in two sections. The first is a hymn to God's creating breath, the second to God's
restoring love. At the Vigil, we sing of O felix culpa, O happy sin of Adam. In this psalm, Ruah and Torah
are the two images of the Indescribable One provided for us in the Scriptures. Many of the contemplative
theologians of the day express Adam's sin as the first great gift of redemption, because only then did we
deserve the second gift, of Jesus to fulfill us. And with the Spirit who is Wisdom, Creation is able to begin
anew each day. The Law of God is perfect because she brings all to perfection, which from its Latin
etymology means completion. - Tony Barr

How perfect in all her ways,
life-giving is the Law.
Whose decrees shall endure for ever,
for the humble of heart, they are wisdom.

How holy to be in awe,
in reverence unconcealed..
While commanding, the are but truthful,
rich in justice, compassion, instruction.

The faithful are formed, made strong,
find courage, see light!
Are there any who boast, as blameless?
Wash away ev'ry flaw, every failing.

Protect me from greed and pride,
no malice as my judge.
With no evil to guide my footsteps,
deadly sin has no claim on my future.

How perfect the Law of God,
she is wisdom and joy for the heart.
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