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Never abandon your love for us,
that we may sing and dance for joy.

Teach us to count our days,
may we gain wisdom of heart.
Why have you hidden your face?
How much longer must we still wait?
Come to rescue your own!

Fill us at dawn with love,
that we may sing out our joy.
Show us your favor and grace,
may we prosper daily through toil,
and be pleasing to you.

Then wake your power and come,
lead us to freedom and life!
And never leave us to fate,
may our children sing of your name,
our success is from you.

Of late post-Exilic writing, Psalm 90 is a composite song of lamentation, in which the three elements are
rearranged. It begins with a hymn of confidence in God’s faithfulness (generally the outcome or final stage
of a lament), leading to the lamentation about human frailty and sinfulness, closing with prayers for help.
These verses have been taken from this final section.

Both the first reading and the Gospel for the 28th Sunday of Year B are from a Wisdom tradition. Wisdom
is the feminine presence of God, who is with God in the beginning. The first reading from Wisdom 7:7
begins, I prayed and understanding was given to me, I pleaded and the spirit of Wisdom was given to me. In
the Gospel, Mark 10:17-30, a man ran up to Jesus and, calling him Teacher, asked what he might do to be
welcomed into life without end. In their original simplicity, the Gospels regard Jesus as teacher, and not
master, as the one whose path embraces the way of wisdom.

In this section of the psalm, requests are made about how to live, about gaining a fuller appreciation of how
best to spend one's days. But rather than eliciting dogmatic answers couched in credal statements, these
answers are as simple as the questions which framed them - because they are lessons on life as framed by
the questions themselves.

Although written as a strophic song, though more unusually of 5 lines per verse, the meaning extends beyond
the confines of the song. It is considered an open-form song, not onbly because of the assembly refrain but
also because its verses derive their meaning from the context in which they are sung, the ritual moment of
reflecting on, and responding to, those particular Scripture readings. Hence the recommendation that the
verses be sung preferably by a psalmist and from the ambo, the place of scriptural proclamation.
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