
WHAT MARVELS!
Responsorial Song from Psalm 126 for Sunday 30B

for Psalmist (Cantor), Assembly & Descant
with Keyboard, Woodwinds, Bass & Guitar

TONY BARR

Jabulani Music, 1520 E Saint Germain St, Apt 81, Saint Cloud, MN 56304
phn 847-508-6576 email tbarrjabulani@gmail.com

music & text from Psalm 126 © Tony Barr 1985, 2018
graphics & typesetting by Jabulani
published by Jabulani Music 1985, 2018 (One License)

- Tony Barr

JM 131

What marvels you do here before us!
How great is our joy!

A Hymn

When you rescued us, when you restored us,
it was a dream come true!
Laughter was heard, and rejoicing,
there were songs, there was dancing!

All the Nations have seen God's endowment,
such wonders for Zion!
What marvels you worked here among us,
you restored our good fortune!

You refreshed us with blessing and fullness,
as streams in the desert;
you released us that night from captivity,
as we walked on the seabed.

May your favor reside with your people,
keep us safe from all harm;
may you grace us with goodness and grandeur,
never more to abandon us.

A The Didactic Commentary

When we set out with seed for the sowing,
tears flow as we toil,
as the new rain on soil parched and weary,
that our land may be fruitful.

If we go out both empty and weeping,
planting seed in distress,
we return home, rejoicing and singing
as we shoulder our sheaves.

While the lectionary provides all four verses of this psalm, in this open-form song rendition of the psalm,
I have extended it to six verses/ This allows a fuller range of expression to its importance as a song of
liberation, recalling not only the Exodus experience but of its challenge to extend this same promise of
freedom from stuctures of injustice within our own political and economic society. If you wish to select
only those verses more closely related to the lectionary, choose only verses 1, 2, 4, and 5.
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