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Give thanks! Give thanks for God is good,

whose love has no end!

Give thanks to the God beyond all gods,

whose kindness and mercy are without end

Let the People of Covenant say:

'God's kindness and mercy are endless!'

I had fallen, hardpressed, struck down,

but then God came to rescue me,

my strength, who fills me with courage.

Victorious songs from the tents of the just!

Worthless the stone to the builders,

has become for us the cornerstone!

Great things have happened this day,

what marvels lie there before us!

Let us be glad and rejoice,

this day God has made for us!

Let us be glad and rejoice,

Hal-lel-uyia! Hal-lel-uya!

Taking my cue from the last line of this week's lectionary psalm, I have added a fourth verses as a

doxology. Please observe how I have presented the word Alleluia, and take care how you pronounce it.

Against convention, I have written it syllabicaly as it would be sung in its original guttural Hebrew rather

than our Anglicized stress on lay. Please connect the vowels to the 'l' consonants and sing it as lel. Since

Hebrew has no vowels, only consonants followed by diacretical marks, I have player intentionally on the

'ls', to turn the word into a dance. As a word, Alleluia has much more meaning than the sounds of its

construction; writing is merely a developed way of expressing concepts, and in more ancient languages

such as Hebrew, there are fewer words to communiate an entire spectrum of meaning. We regard words

as expressing concepts, Hebrew is expressive of reality itself. Psalm 150, the final psalm of the fives

books of the Psalter ends with the dramatic phrase, Let every breath in my body be a song of praise,

"Halleluya!" I have transfered this commitment into my added doxology, as befits any Sunday in

Eastertide.
- Tony Barr
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