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Your majesty shines in the heavens,

while you open the tongue of the voiceless
A song is heard, rising to name you,

as you silence the clamor of contest.

I look to the span of your weaving,

to the moon, the vast carpet of stars.
And here are we, small, yet rememberd,
as the children of Adam, we thrill you?

All this you have pla

Clues provided at the headmg of this psalm sug est that it Jal song for the precentor or the choir-master, to
armula, that it may have been associated with a
of the Jerusalem Southern tradition.

Further evidence suggests that it is a Hymn of P with an opening and closing refrain which
states the reason for offering praise. This liturgical ly written into the pslam, to provide the assembly
of pilgrims with a refrain in response to the verses sun ntor or choir.

It is most likely pre-exilic, origi the priestly (P) account of Creation in Genesis. The
ilic origins. There is no complex theology, no attempt
0 post-exilic messianic allusions. Instead, we find
covenant at its basic: there is a God, who 1S th of Nature and People. This God cares so much about us that we
have been entrusted with a power reserved fo s alone. We have been given responsibility to share with God
d. To sing the praises of such a God is to accept these

An even closer look NG ks, perhaps as to the occasion of use. The New Year Feast of
Enthronement, later abso g umnal Feast of Tabernaclesone, affirmed God as Author of All That Is. The
gittith clearty indicates a W , always held at the end of the agrarian year, leading once again to the New
Year Festival.  Tabernacld

past and the Renweal of Earth yet to come, in which we are invited to share in the
ling a bruised and damaged world. This we do by our sensible management of the
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How Great Is Your Name
Responsorial Song from Psalm 8 for Trinity Year C

Tony Barr
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VERSES Psalmist (Cantor) from the ambo — 3I—
In ~/ Jr— I [ } &
Y 4% A 7 4 [ [ [ [ [ ] Py
GRS = 2
Y] o \ \
1. Your ma - jes - ty shines in the
2 1 look to the  span of your
3. As gods, al - most have you in -
4. full fields in their flo - ra and
5. Al this  you have placed in our
25
Py) \ \
) 9 r~ I .
7 o & i A
i (o) [ P
3
) R
A — ® ® \ ! \
R — i

op - en the tongue of  the song is heard, ris - ing to
moon, the vast car - pet of

1

2 here are we, small, yet re -
3. crowned us in splen - dor, mag -
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man - date, we nur - ture Cre -
wild beasts, un - teth - ered, at birds who ca - vort in the

nou - rish, pro - tect what you things you en - trust to our
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1.  name you, while you the clam - or of con-test.__
2 mem bered, ) the of A - dam who thrill you.
3. a - tion have laid out be - fore us,
4. bran - ches, who glide deep in o - cean.__
5 5 keep - ing, the Cos - mos be - yond us.
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How Great Is Your Name
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earth, God here a - mong
VERSES Psalmist (Cantor) from the ambo
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1. Your ma - jes - ty shines heav - ens,_ while you
2. I look the span weav - ing, to  the
3. As gods, g - toned us,_ and have
4. full fields and fau -na.__  and the
5. Al this  you our mem-'ry,_ that we

moon, the
crowned us
wild beasts,

si - lent ones. song is heard, ris - ing to
oal - ax - ies.__ And here are we, small, yet re -
mag - ni - fi - cence. With man - date, we nur - ture Cre-
at large and free, the birds who ca - vort in the
what you give to us._ All things you en - trust to our
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calm down the clam - or of con-test.
chil - dren  of A - dam who thrill you. _
world you have laid out be - fore us,
won - ders who glide deep in 0 - cean.__
earth to the Cos - mos be - yond us.
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