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Your majesty shines in the heavens,
while you open the tongue of the voiceless
A song is heard, rising to name you,
as you silence the clamor of contest.

I look to the span of your weaving,
to the moon, the vast carpet of stars.
And here are we, small, yet rememberd,
as the children of Adam, we thrill you?

As gods, almost have you intoned us,
and have crowned us in splendor and glory.
With mandate, we nurture Creation
for the world you have set at our feet,

full fields in their flora and fauna.
with the wild beasts, untethered and free,
and birds which cavort in the branches,
with the wonders which glide in the deep.

Clues provided at the heading of this psalm suggest that it is a liturgical song for the precentor or the choir-master, to
be played on the gittith (a lyre?), perhaps to a traditional melody or formula, that it may have been associated with a
celebration at the wine press. and that it is a psalm of David, more precisely of the Jerusalem Southern tradition.

Further evidence suggests that it is a Hymn of Praise and Thanksgiving, with an opening and closing refrain which
states the reason for offering praise. This liturgical device was already written into the pslam, to provide the assembly
of pilgrims with a refrain in response to the verses sung by the Temple cantor or choir.

It is most likely pre-exilic, originating from the same nest as the priestly (P) account of Creation in Genesis. The
simple language referring to God as Creator also suggests pre-exilic origins. There is no complex theology, no attempt
to link creation with redemption or restoration. There are no post-exilic messianic allusions. Instead, we find
covenant at its basic: there is a God, who is God both of Nature and People. This God cares so much about us that we
have been entrusted with a power reserved for the gods alone. We have been given responsibility to share with God
as co-Creators, and to safeguard all that has been created. To sing the praises of such a God is to accept these
responsibilities and so fulfill the terms of the covenant.

An even closer look at the text provides other clues, perhaps as to the occasion of use. The New Year Feast of
Enthronement, later absorbed into the autumnal Feast of Tabernaclesone, affirmed God as Author of All That Is. The
gittith clearty indicates a wine festival, always held at the end of the agrarian year, leading once again to the New
Year Festival. Tabernacles was the great harvest festival which celebrated the grape or wine harvest as the
culmination of another successful year under the wise leadership of the God of Mt Zion.

The reference to the night sky, described as the needlework of God's fingers, also feautured in the later Feast of
Tabernacles, marked by the pahses of the moon and night-watch vigils. During these nocturnal vigil liturgies, God was
honored as God of Exodus in the past and the Renweal of Earth yet to come, in which we are invited to share in the
restoration of harmony and to healing a bruised and damaged world. This we do by our sensible management of the
world around us.

All this you have placed in our hands,
that we nourish, protect what you share.
All things you entrust to our keeping,
from the ground to the Cosmos beyond.
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