THISDAY ANEW LIGHT WILL SHINE

JHBL&%&QJ ReSponsoriéall_IS;r;gSfI[cl)\r;lessal [r\?|96 Christmas Dawn

Today a Savior has been born for us,
who is Christ the Lord
(or the Long-promised One!)

Sing now a new song of wonder!
All Creation, resound with joy!
Thrill to the music, the Word now among us),

Sing of the One now appearing,
bearing justice for every land.
Proclaim the Good News to all who
Allelu, Alleluia! Allelu, Alleluia!
Heavens, be glad, earth be dancing!
And you coastlands and seas,
Be now attentive, you forest

Good news! News of great joy!

today is born for us
Wi long-awaited hope.
Yes! Jesus our Messiah
has come for us this day!

Welcome the One born of promi
Welcome justice and peace for the
Come now, restore us to grace and

Psalms 96, 97 and 98 belong t onement Psalms. Each celebrates the Kingship of
Y'hw'h. Their setting was the Fea d developed from a primitive New Year Festival.

The temple editors regarded them as f DaV1d After the return from Exile in BC 721, there was a
tremendous level of hope and expectation new, rebuilt Temple would eventually becorne the house of
prayer for all peoples.

Psalm 96 reflects (@R gaost-Exilic period. It is also found in 1Chronicles 16 as part of a composite
onarchy, although it was written around BC 300 to describe the
center of Jewish life. Although a post-Exilic psalm, its origins are ancient.

It echoes earlier psalms, as Isaiah 40-66, to affirm the worthlessness of idols, God's greatness visible
Pvitation to give praise, and the conviction that all nations will one day worship

- Tony Barr
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Today, A Savior Has Been Born For Us

Responsorial Song from Psalm 96 for Christmas Night
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Christmas Night Gospel Acclamatio

News of Great Joy!
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TODAY, A SAVIOR HAS BEEN BORN FOR US - Ps 96, cont. (13)
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TODAY, A SAVIOR HAS BEEN BORN FOR US - Ps 96, cont. (17)

Christmas Night Gospel Acclamatio

News of Great Joy!
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Analysis of Psalm 96

Hymn One

vv 1-3  Sing To The Lord

This Introduction invites all the people of God, ultimately all who inhabitant the world,
song. To give praise means to name God as Savior who delivered Israel from
God's
triumph in creating the world was also a sign of coming victory at the end-times.

vv4-6 Who Alone Is Worthy Of Praise

the
Ark but also the people of Israel. The

Temple.

Hymn Two

vv 7-9  The Universal Call To Worship

the

Gentiles, the Women's
first

of these courts was accessible t
tremble

All of nature is in¥
elaborated
Vs regnavit a ligno (the 'Lord has reigned from the tree'. This hymn prophesied
the Cross, inspiring the 6th Century hymn Vexilla regis prodeunt, 'The royal



