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Peace and justice have embraced,

let earth rejoice from sea to sea

Speak the word we long to hear,

word of promised peace.

All who hope and long for You

now see the day of freedom dawn.

Truth and mercy, both embrace,

peace, through justice, grows.

Rightness spreads, takes root on earth:

rejoice throughout the land, in God!

Who shall make our crops to grow,

earth shall yield good fruit.

Harmony is here at last,

be happy for the Day is here!

Psalm 85 has been described as a National or Communal Lamentation. It is most likely post-Exilic in

origin, as it appears to refer to deliverance from Babylon as a means of claiming God’s continued

protection. The psalm is rich in the expectation of restoration, a post-Exilic concept. On that Day, God

would return as Shepherd-King to re-unite the scattered tribes of Israel as one people in a land of peace

and harmony, with justice and good fortune the reward for those who had remained faithful to covenant.

The cultic occasion was a New year Harvest Festival, most likely the Feast of Tabernacles. The text

falls into three main sections:

1-3 Deliverance (from Exile?)

4-7 Plea for deliverance from distress

8-13 Divine oracular answer

The third section recalls Psalm 126, another poem which may have commemorated God’s leading Israel

from Babylonian captivity and restoring the Nation to wholeness in its own land, owing no further fealty to

any ruler other than God.
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